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Report on the snow avalanche at Nakasatsunai on
6th February, 1996
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Abstract

On 6th February, 1996, an avalanche broke out at Nakasatsunai, Tokachi and caused one fatal-
ity. Two depressions passed near Hokkaido caused 80 cm new snow within last two days. De-
nsity and hardness of the new snow were still light and soft when a field observation was carried
out two days later. Although typical weak layer was not found, the shear frame indexes at 121
cm and 67 cm were low enough to cause the avalanche. However, the survey for the upstream
of the valley suggested that it started as a loose snow avalanche and then moved down as more

snow was entrained into the slide.
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