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Accidents of Pedestrians on Snowy and Frozen Sidewalk
during Winter Season of 1995-1996
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Abstract

In 1995-1996 winter season, highly snow accumulations weree observed over Japan Islands
except Okinawa and southern Kyushu. The increase of slip accidents of pedestrians on the snowy
and frozen sidewalks were reported in various locations. As the road conditions, which occurred
after unexpected snow fall, were not well treated, the pedestrians did not accustomed to slippery
sidewalks. Authors surveyed the occurrence of accidents of injury caused tumbling on the side-
walks, which were reported by the rescue operations in each fire defense office. It is clear that
the number of accidents in 1995-96 winter season is the largest among these five years. When
one examines the trends of accident numbers for these five years, he may find the quick increase
of accident from 1992 winter season. The introduction of new winter tires (Studless) of vehicles
without spikes resulted in the occurrence of highly slippery road surface. The surface of roads
were covered slippery ice crust due to partial melt of snow. As the snow accumulation was

occurred in the area of the southern parts of Japan, many accidents were also reported in non-frost
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road areas. There is the tendency the high frequency of occurrence of accident was coincided with

rather high accumulation of snow than ordinal years.
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