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Report on the “FY2024 Disaster Prevention Forum in Kitam?’
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Abstract

This report summarizes the FY2024 Disaster Prevention Forum in Kitami, organized by
the Hokkaido District Natural Disaster Science Data Center and held at Kitami Institute of
Technology on March 27, 2025. The forum aimed to share knowledge on recent heavy
rainfall disasters in Hokkaido and to discuss common mechanisms of damage to rivers,
bridges, and road infrastructure. A keynote lecture by Professor Yasuharu Watanabe
reviewed past flood disasters based on extensive field investigations and highlighted the
importance of understanding riverbed changes and integrated infrastructure management.
Active discussions followed the lecture, reflecting strong interest among researchers,
students, and local stakeholders. The forum also served as Professor Watanabe’s final
lecture, concluding with a bouquet presentation and warm applause from participants.
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