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Abstract

A field survey on traces of the large tsunami associated with the Southwest Hokkaido earth-
quake (M7.8) of July 12, 1993, was carried out along the west coast of the Oshima Peninsula.
The survey was conducted at Setana and Taisei on July 14. and at Shimamaki on July 17-18. The
purpose of this report is to describe how the sands carried up with the tsunami from the beach
have been deposited on the coast and also on the landward slope. The thickness of the deposits
on the slope was generally small : less than 1 cm. Spacial distribution of the thickness and geolo-
gical characteristics of the deposits were found to be closely related not only to the tsunami
heights but also to the local topography. At a site where ca. 15 cm thick sediment were observed
on the flat field, we found that the deposits consist of beach sand, river bed gravel and eroded
materials. The lithofacies of them well preserved the tsunami sedimentation and erosion process.
General features of the fresh tsunami deposit described here should be useful to identify the de-

posits of ancient tsunami origin.
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